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Librarian named president of the Georgia
Library Association executive board
FEBRUARY 13, 2018
Professor and Interlibrary Loan Librarian Fred Smith, was voted president of the
Georgia Library Association (GLA) by members for 2018. Smith has been an active
member of the association since 1977.
Previously serving on the executive board as secretary, chair of the academic
division and a member of numerous other committees and interest groups, Smith
welcomes his new role and responsibilities.
“I have enjoyed my membership in the Georgia Library Association immensely,” said
Smith. “When asked to be nominated for president, I felt the need to give back to
this organization, which has been so meaningful in my professional life.”
Over the course of his one-year term, which began in January, Smith will be
responsible for completing several significant tasks for the association. Some of his
top priorities include leading the planning committee for the annual conference, completing the association’s website
upgrade and establishing processes and resources to better assist future presidents and board members.
Smith has worked in library services at Georgia Southern’s Zach S. Henderson Library on the Statesboro Campus for
more than 31 years. He received the 2015 Henderson Library Service Award and the 2005 GLA Academic Library
Division Outstanding Paper Award for his work titled, “Tenure and Promotion: How University System of Georgia
Librarians Rate What We Do.”
The GLA is a professional organization that provides a network for the professional development of librarians and
library staff, a platform for advocating funding for public and school libraries and supports the development of
technology and systems in libraries within the state.
For more information about the GLA visit, gla.georgialibraries.org.
Georgia Southern University, a public Carnegie Doctoral/Research institution founded in 1906, offers 142 degree
programs serving more than 27,000 students through nine colleges on three campuses in Savannah, Statesboro,
Hinesville and online instruction. A leader in higher education in southeast Georgia, the University provides a diverse
student population with expert faculty, world-class scholarship and hands-on learning opportunities. Georgia
Southern creates lifelong learners who serve as responsible scholars, leaders and stewards in their communities.
Visit GeorgiaSouthern.edu.
